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ereading Orientalism: A Study of Its Potential Benefit
Ali Jaber Al-Abd Al-Sharoud

Department of Da'wa and Islamic Culture, Faculty of Fundamentals
of Religion and Da'wa, Mansoura, Al-Azhar University, Egypt
E-mail: dr_aligaber82@yahoo.com
Abstract:

Orientalism has long been a highly contested concept. While it

began as an attempt to understand Eastern cultures, it gradually
evolved into a tool to justify Western dominance and to create a
stereotypical image of the East. This stereotype, often negative
and laden with preconceived notions, has had a profound impact
on East-West relations.

This study poses a crucial question: How can we today re—
read Orientalist texts in a way that transcends these preconceived
notions? Can we utilize these texts to gain a better understanding
of history and cultures, while avoiding the mistakes made by
Orientalists in the past? This research aims to provide a new
critical reading of Orientalism, seeking to separate facts from
opinions, and to distinguish between science and politics, by
analyzing the historical and intellectual roots of this concept.

Keywords: Orientalism — Re-reading — Criticism of Orientalism —

East and West — Cultural hegemony — Cultural biases
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