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Humanizing the Qur'anic Text in Light of Modernist Thought ACritical Study.
FATEN AHMED ELSAYED SHARIF.
Department of Quranic Interpretation and Sciences, Faculty of Islamic
and Arabic Studies for Women, Al-Azhar University, Mansoura, Egypt.
Email: Dr.faten.sherif. m@gmail.com

Abstract:

The modernist reading seeks to create an epistemological and
methodological rupture with traditional readings, along with their rigorous
methodologies and sciences such as linguistics, Quranic studies, and
principles of jurisprudence. According to its proponents, these traditional
interpretations lack creativity and fail to meet the aspirations of contemporary
Muslims. Therefore, it becomes necessary to marginalize them and pave the
way for a new reading, utilizing more precise and effective methodologies
borrowed from Western civilization. It goes without saying that the modernist
approach, in its project to reinterpret the Quran, does not aim to modernize its
understanding in alignment with its foundational principles or in a manner
consistent with the demands of the contemporary era. Instead, its core
objective is to strip the Quran of its sacredness. This is achieved through the
adoption of various strategies, most notably the concept of "humanization."
This framework, proposed by the modernist movement, serves as a
philosophical and methodological approach to reinterpret the Quran as a
cultural product subject to human understanding and experiential realities,
detached from its divine authority. This research aims to examine the
"humanization plan" of the modernist trend and to understand its implications
regarding the Quran.

Keywords: Contemporary Modernist Readings, Modernity and

Humanism.
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