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Jurisprudential Rulings on Electronic Games - An Applied Study
Ibrahim bin Saleh bin Ibrahim Al-Tanam
Department of Jurisprudence - College of Sharia and Islamic
Studies - King Faisal University in Al-Ahsa
University Email: ialtanam@kfu.edu.sa
Abstract: This research examines a number of issues and cases related to
the jurisprudential rulings on electronic games. The research is based on
a comparative analytical approach and aims to clarify a number of
rulings on electronic games and the extent of their impact on the validity
or invalidity of a sales contract. The research concluded several
important findings, the most important of which are: that the
permissibility of electronic games is restricted by several restrictions,
including: that they are free of gambling, betting, influential uncertainty,
or forbidden betting; that they do not distract from the remembrance of
Allah and prayer; and that they do not include anything that contradicts
Islamic doctrine or morals; that it is permissible to design and produce
electronic games if they are permissible and the designer adheres to
Islamic guidelines; that it is permissible to purchase electronic gaming
devices if they are used to play permissible games; and that it is
permissible to load an electronic game with virtual money in exchange
for real money to start or continue playing if the game is permissible. It
is permissible to purchase known features, tools, and gems if the game is
permissible. However, if the features, tools, and gems are unknown, then
two cases apply: if these virtual gems are purchased with real money,
then purchasing these unknown features is prohibited due to the
uncertainty involved; but if these features are a gift from the
manufacturer, then it is permissible to purchase them even if they
involve uncertainty, because they are considered a donation. It is
permissible for a person to create a personal account in an online store,
provided the game is free of any religious prohibitions. It is also
permissible for a player to sell his or her account for real money,
according to the more correct of the two opinions of Islamic jurists, if
the account content is free of any religious prohibitions.

Keywords: Games, Electronic, Points, Virtual Money, Gambling,
Player Account.
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