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Comparison between “al-fa’iq” by al-zamakhshari (d. 538 ah) and
“al-nihaya” by ibn al-athir (d. 606 ah)
Ibrahim bin Abdullah bin Abdulrahman Al-Madheesh

Department of Sunnah and its Sciences — College of Fundamentals of

Religion — Imam Muhammad ibn Saud Islamic University — Saudi
Arabia

E-mail: iamudaihesh@imam.edu.sa

Abstract:

It explains the importance of the science of gharib al-hadith and
the efforts made around it, with a brief descriptive presentation of two
of the largest books of “gharib al-hadith”: “al-fa’iq” by al-zamakhshari
(d. 538 ah) and “al-nihaya” by ibn al-athir (d. 606 ah), and a brief
translation of them, then a statement of the comparison between the
two books, by highlighting the aspects of agreement between them, and
the aspects of disagreement, with preference for one of them, which is
“al-nihaya”; due to its many advantages. | followed the analytical
inductive approach, by looking at the description of the two books from
several aspects, with analysis and highlighting the aspects of
agreement and disagreement, and the approved edition of the book
“al-fa’iq” is the one edited by muhammad abu al-fadl and al-bajawi,
while “al-nihaya” is edited by prof. Dr. Al-tanahi, and if i refer to the
edit of prof. Dr. Al-kharrat, i will mention his name.

Keywords: Gharib Al-Hadith - Al-Fa’iq - Al-Nihaya - Al-
Zamakhshari — Ibn Al-Athir — Balance
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Research Results:

e The great attention given by the Imams of Islam to the
Sunnah of our Prophet Muhammad, peace be upon Him and
his family.

e The significance of nurturing the knowledge of Gharib al-
Hadith of the Prophet, and its crucial role in understanding the
Hadith.

e The diverse and blessed efforts of Islamic scholars in the field
of writing on the science of Gharib al-Hadith—may Allah
have mercy on them—reflecting updates, and innovations,
particularly in recent times.

e The commendable endeavors of contemporary scholars in
serving the science of Grarib al-Hadith.

e The remarkable contribution of both Al-Zamakhshari and Ibn
Athir through their invaluable books on Gharib al-Hadith —
may Allah have mercy on them—and their immense benefit
to the Muslim community.

e The scholars of Islam complement each other in their
authorship, with later scholars building upon the work of their
predecessors, expressing gratitude and praise while offering
numerous critiques, corrections, and additions.

e The consensus among scholars regarding the book "Al-
Nihayah" as a comprehensive resource on Gharib al-Hadith,
has garnered significant attention, including summarization,
abridgment, organization, and utilization.

e |bn Athir's distinction in this book, as well as his other works,
lies in the comprehensive introduction that addresses the
reader's needs, emphasizing the importance of knowledge,
reviewing previous studies, providing additional insights, and
outlining the book's methodology.

e |bn Athir's strong emphasis on organization, simplification,
and accessibility of information is evident throughout his
books.
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The methodologies of both books converge in word
interpretation, derivation, conjugation, precise lettering, and
other aspects

Al-Zamakhshari was a Mu'tazili Hanafi scholar, while Ibn
Athir was an Ash'ari Shafi'i scholar—may Allah have mercy
upon them.

The book "Al-Faig" excels in linguistic branches, while the
book "Al-Nihayah" contains numerous Hadiths, narrations,
and linguistic materials. It extensively benefited from "Al-
Faiq".

Both books contain many statements without attributing them
to their authors.

Al-Zamakhshari did not consider the alphabetical order of the
third letter in the arrangement of materials, unlike Ibn Athir.
Al-Zamakhshari presents the Hadith in its entirety and
explains all the uncommon or rare words mentioned under
one topic. He does not refer to the words of the Hadith in their
respective places in the book, unlike Ibn Athir, who divides
the Hadiths and mentions each uncommon word in its specific
section.

Al-Zamakhshari does not consider additional letters and
removes them from words, placing them in their original
positions, unlike 1bn Athir, who takes them into account.

The symbols "H" and "S" in the book "Al-Nihayah" do not
serve as indicators for referencing scientific material derived
from the works of Al-Harawi and Abu Musa Al-Madini.
Instead, they signify the inclusion of the text of the specific
Hadith alone. It should be noted that Dr. Al-Kharat
highlighted this distinction in his research.

The book "Al-Nihayah" is considered superior to the book
"Al-Faiq" due to its numerous virtues, benefits, ease, and
simplicity. May Allah have mercy on all of them.
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