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The creation of the world and how multiplicity emerged from the One
between Al-Ghazali and Ibn Rushd
Shaima Al-Sayed Ibrahim Ali Nassar
Department of Interpretation and Qur’anic Sciences, College of Islamic
and Arab Studies for Girls, Kafr EI-Sheikh, Al-Azhar University, Egypt

Email: 1619020098@azhar.edu.eg
Abstract:

The issue of the creation of the world is one of the most prominent issues that
has occupied verbal and philosophical thought, and even human thought as a
whole, as questions and perceptions always come to the mind about God’s
connection to the world in its origin and purpose, because of the desire that
exists within man to search for this existence. How did it begin? Why? Where
does it end? Opinions have varied on this issue. There are those who looked
at it from a religious standpoint and said that the world was created out of
nothingness according to what the heavenly religions hold. There are those
who saw that matter is eternal and that multiplicity existed of its own accord
and denied the Creator, may God bless him and grant him peace, while
others went to explain the issue. An unseen explanation full of myths.
Disagreement has been going on since ancient times about how creation
began. Each person works hard on that issue according to what he has of
doctrinal or rational data. The philosophers of Islam had a special opinion on
this issue, as they tried to reconcile the ancient concept of the One and how
multiplicity issues from it, by providing a number of solutions to this issue, the
forefront of which is the theory of emanation and emanation, based on the
philosophical saying, “The One does not issue from it except one,” which It
was mainly adopted by Al-Farabi and Ibn Sina, which constituted the reason
for the attacks of theologians on the philosophical understanding of this issue.
Among the most prominent debates that took place in the history of Islamic

thought were those between Al-Ghazali and Ibn Rushd, and for this reason
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the title of the research was “The Creation of the World and How Multiplicity
Issued from the One Between Al-Ghazali and Ibn Rushd.” In this research |
dealt with the definition of creation, then the definition of abundance and
origins, and then after that | explained The philosophers’ opinion on the issue
of creation and its relationship to the theory of emanation. In view of this
dangerous role that this theory played in the philosophical thinking of Muslims,
it was necessary to clarify the content or content of this theory by explaining:
the sources of this theory, the foundations on which this theory was based,
how the many beings flow and emerge from the One, and then | explained
Al-Ghazali’s opinion regarding what the philosophers thought, then Ibn
Rushd’s position on Al-Ghazali’s objections and his opinion on the issue.
Finally, | prepared a conclusion for the research in which | showed the most
important results | reached. The theory of emanation has been subjected to
many aspects of criticism from many scholars due to its departure from the
concept of creation in Islam, which declares that God Almighty created this
world from pure nothingness, is the idea of creation preceded by nothingness,
an idea confirmed by modern science, as confirmed by all the heavenly
religions. In it, a solution was found to the problem of the beginning of the
world, where creation from nothingness takes place in the eyes of true
religions with the easiest possible statement in one word from God, which is

“Be.” "So it is.

Keywords: creation — the world — Al-Ghazali — Ibn Rushd
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